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required them to meet in council twice every week at
least; it committed to Hastings, as Governor General,
the charge of carrying on all correspondence with the
country powers; but, at the same time, it prescribed
that he should despatch no letters without the previous
sanction of the Council: and that all letters received by
him from the country powers should be submitted to the
Council; it recommended a careful revision of all the
Company's affairs, alliances, connections, &c., formed,
or likely to be formed with the Indian states ; and as,
by the Act of Parliament, they alone had the power of
peace or war in the country, it exhorted them to be
careful and cautious in the extreme, not to commit
themselves by any alliances or compacts, whether with
the native powers, or with the Europeans settled in
India.
A$ the Company had fully approved of Hastings's
system, which had then only recently been completed,
of letting the lands on farm, and of other parts of his
fiscal regulations, the Council were instructed to leave
those things as they were; but the Directors, neverthe-
less, urged an inquiryintoall past abusesand oppressions,
with the view of preventing the possibility of their re-
currence.     The letter finished  as it* began, with an
exhortation to unanimity and concord.    But unanimity
was incompatible with a body so constituted, and with
tempers, interests, and views so diametrically opposed.
The earnestness and repetition of the injunction, maybe
taken as indicative of the belief of the Court of Directors,
that discord was to ensue,
Mr. Hastings, conscious of his own superior know-
ledge of Indian affairs, and accustomed^ for some time,
to an almost undivided authority, was not likely to
descend very willingly from the whole, to be only a
fifth part of the representative government, or to mani-
fest an implicit deference to the opinions of men who
had passed their lives in so different a sphere as Francis,
CJavering, and Monson had done. Besides, the natural
love of power, the intimate and unselfish conviction,
that such a system of government as he had hitherto
been pursuing, was the only one that could work well
with* the native princes, who had no idea of a divided
rule, led Mr. Hastings to act upon the recommendation,